
PRELUDE 

PROCESSIONAL/BRINGING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 

GREETING 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Rejoice, for God is with us—Emmanuel.  

In the darkness of our world shines God’s holy light 

Now there is reason to hope, to love, to laugh, to live.  

God is truly with us. We are not alone.  

Thanks be to God! 

*HYMN      “O Come, All Ye Faithful”            No. 234 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

Gracious God,  

With joy and thanksgiving we gather as your people.  

We have come to hear again the timeless story of Christ’s birth.  

In the excitement of this night, quiet our hearts that we may know the 
peace and fullness of this holy time.  

Shine, O Light, in the darkness of our world.  

Sing, O angels, in the stillness of our hearts, “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those God favors.” 

This we pray in the name of the Child of Bethlehem. Amen. 

SERVICE OF LIGHT 
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THE PROPHECY OF THE MESSIAH 

Lighting the Four Candles of Advent   The Grant Family 

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7; John 1:1-2, 4-5 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 

Congregational Response 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, Wonderful Counselor,  

 Almighty God, Emmanuel, Emmanuel, God with us, Emmanuel  

 

THE COMING OF JESUS IS ANNOUNCED TO MARY AND JOSEPH  

Luke 1:26-38; Matthew 1:18-25       Loyal Cornelius 

Solo              “Mary Did You Know?”        Angela Jackson 

Lighting of the Gabriel, Mary & Joseph Candles 

 

THE PREPARATION FOR THE BIRTH OF JESUS 

Luke 2:1-5                         Wanda McCarter 

Hymn                       “O Little Town of Bethlehem”            No. 230 

 

JESUS IS BORN 

Luke 2:6-7                    Susan Maddux 

Hymn           “Away in a Manger”                        No. 246 

         (Verse 1) 

Lighting of the Baby Jesus Candle 

Solo                                      “O Holy Night”           Richard Stair 

         Accompanied by Connie Roberts 

JESUS’ BIRTH IS ANNOUNCED TO THE SHEPHERDS 

Luke 2:9-14       Quincy McClendon      

Hymn                      “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”           No. 218 

           (Verse 1) 

Lighting of the Angel Candles      

Hymn             “The First Noel”             No. 245 

                     (Verse 1) 

Lighting of the Shepherd Candles 

 

        THE SHEPHERDS FIND THE BABY JESUS 

Luke 2:15-18             Ben McDonald 

 

     THE WISE MEN BRING THEIR GIFTS TO JESUS 

Matthew 2:1-11           Judy Ezell

          

Hymn                                       “The First Noel”                           No. 245 

                           (Verse 3, 5) 

Lighting of the King Candles      

 

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION    No. 15 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND PARDON 

Merciful God, we confess that often we find darkness more comfortable 
than light.  

We confess that we find your good news frightening and unsettling, 
especially when we consider its demands as well as its promises. 

 We confess that Christmas has become more to us than the birthday of 
Christ, partly because we do not want a Christ-Child in our lives or in our 

world.  

Forgive us, break us, bend us, remake us.  

Give us the courage to lay ourselves open to the wonder and healing of 
your coming.   

Be born again into our world, be born again into our hearts and lives.   

Hear now our silent and personal confessions as we prepare ourselves for 
your nativity.  

The true light that enlightens all has come into the world.  

That light shines on in the darkness, and the darkness has never been able to 
put it out.  

This is the good news: God has heard our confession. God has forgiven our sin.  

Thanks be to God! 

 
 

PRAYER 

We are filled with joy for we have heard good news of great joy.  

We are filled with love for we have tasted the sign of God’s great love. 

We are filled with hope for the angels still sing in our world and there is a 
Light for us to follow.  

 

*PASSING OF THE LIGHT           “SILENT NIGHT”           NO. 239 

*BENEDICTION              “JOY TO THE WORLD”           NO. 246 

                      (VERSE 1) 

*POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

*Please stand as able 

  


